
 LIBRARY TRUSTEES 

 MINUTES 

 

 APRIL 14, 1998 

 

 

PRESENT: Carolyn Benthien (Chair), Barbara Griffin, Mark Choquette, Ricci Allard, Ken 

Rose, Cathy Ball and Janet Bartels, Library Director. 

 

Present from the public: Gordon Bartels. 

 

Chairman Benthien called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Public Hearing on Grants: 

Humanities Council Grant - This is for the book discussion, which is a four part series.  The 

value of the grant is approximately $500. 

 

Summer Reading Grant from NH Arts Council - This grant is for $100.  The grant has been 

submitted.  The library is applying for an Indian dancer from India re: environmental themes of 

NH. 

 

There were no comments from the public.  The public hearing was declared closed at 7:15 p.m. 

 

B. Griffin moved, seconded by K. Rose to authorize the Director to submit these grants.  

Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

 

MINUTES OF MARCH 18, 1998: 

Amendment: Page 3, under Building Update, third paragraph, add “It was not the builders fault 

that the book drop broke.  Janet had Gordon close it off during hours of operation so that patrons 

would not use the book drop.” 

 

K. Rose moved, seconded by B. Griffin to approve the minutes as amended.  Voted 

unanimously in the affirmative.  C. Ball and R. Allard abstained. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

The Board reviewed the Treasurer’s Report. 

 

B. Griffin moved, seconded by M. Choquette to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Voted 

unanimously in the affirmative. 

 

Barbara and Janet will discuss the Trust Fund Expense report in the near future.  The Board 

briefly discussed the Trust Fund accounts.  They decided that this should be a future agenda item 

to be discussed in greater detail. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
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National Library Week Activities - This will be celebrated from April 19 through April 25.  

Public events will be held on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  On Monday from 6:30 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m. the Friends of the Library will be here to celebrate the Library Gold Card.  Sue 

Turbyne has card #1.  She wants to pass this number on to her cousin since she has moved out of 

town. 

 

On Wednesday, “Night of a Thousand Stars” will be celebrated at the Town Hall with Doug 

Clegg.  Drop-in activities will also be held on Wednesday for Earth Day. 

 

On Friday, there will be a PJ story time with Gordon Bartels. 

 

Goals for 1998 - Janet reported that she attended a Department Head meeting on Monday where 

they talked about goals for 1998.  Janet felt that the library should finish up on all of their 

projects that were started, including technology.  The state library supports Janet’s 

recommendation concerning the changes made to the technology grant. 

 

Elevator - Free coverage expires at the end of April.  Janet obtained a quote for service coverage 

from the manufacturer.  The cost is $150.00 per month.  This is a three year contract.  It is 

renewable each year. 

 

K. Rose moved, seconded by B. Griffin to approve this service contract.  Voted 

unanimously in the affirmative. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Building Update - A letter will be sent to Brookstone Builders regarding the building project.  

The expiration of the warranty date is an issue.  Brookstone is saying the warranty expires at the 

end of April.  Brookstone told the architect that they had a temporary occupancy permit.  There 

is no such thing as a temporary occupancy permit. 

 

Energy Audit - A representative from PSNH reviewed the library’s energy consumption last 

week.  Mark will review this report. 

 

Heat Smart - An additional bill was received for the installation of this unit from Nu-Wave.  

Mark felt that the policy should be changed so that he is aware of all projects from beginning to 

end.  There seems to be a miscommunication, and Mark cannot determine the correct action if he 

is not aware of the entire process. 

 

M. Choquette moved to pay the invoice from Nu-Wave from the 1997 encumbered monies. 

 Seconded by C. Ball.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

Water Bubbler - Mark asked what needs to be done to install the water bubbler that was 

purchased six months ago.  Mark will contact John Scruton regarding assistance in installing this 
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water bubbler. 

 

Floor Tile - Mark spoke with John Scruton regarding the discolored floor tiles.  Mark, the 

custodian, recommended that the floor be stripped and resealed.  John Scruton did authorize 

Mark to do this work. 

 

Circulation Desk - Ed Neveu, Code Enforcement Officer, wants the circulation desk supported 

with legs.  Metal legs will be purchased and Mark, the custodian, will install them. 

 

Fire Department Report - Mark inquired if anything has been done to correct the deficiencies 

mentioned in Chief Hunter’s report.  Janet advised that she has not taken care of this at this time. 

 Janet advised the items from the furnace room will be moved prior to the next Trustee’s 

meeting.  There are other issues that need to be resolved.  The filing cabinets also needs to be 

moved.  Barbara will look into moving the Trustee’s file cabinet to the All Board’s Room at 

Town Hall. 

 

Grange Hall Clean Up - Mark asked if the property of the library had been removed from the 

Grange Hall.  Janet advised that it had, but the Transfer Station has not been cleaned yet.  There 

are magazines there and bookshelves.  Some of the shelves should be moved to the branch to 

provide more wall space.  Janet also stated that she has a piece of The Constitution that she may 

give to the Historical Society.  Mark stated that he would like the Transfer Station cleaned out 

prior to the next meeting.  Janet advised that the magazines are resources.  The Board members 

stated these magazines have been there for over one year and need to be removed. 

 

Furniture - The children’s furniture maker can produce the required furniture for $2,620.  It 

would be made out of baltic birch and oak.  Cathy suggested that Janet contact other libraries 

that have purchased this product to ensure they are satisfied.  Cathy suggested that Janet look 

into having the chairs be a natural color rather than painting them.  Cathy also suggested that 

Janet contact Dan Klardie to see if he has furniture available or if he could offer any suggestions. 

 

Janet also received a proposal for the stools from the state bid.  Three stools amount to $813.75.  

Cathy suggested that Janet contact the company to find out if they will allow the library to try 

out the stools prior to purchasing them. 

 

Pinardville Branch - Janet found out that the rent last year was $550, not $600.  A check was 

sent for $550 to the PCA.  The PCA has requested $650 plus $25 for the telephone for 1998.  

Carolyn contacted Dick Gagnon regarding a note that was left on a table at the branch. 

 

 

 

Technology GMILCS and Common Borrower’s Card - Janet reported there is a GMILCS 

meeting on Thursday, April 16, 1998.  They voted to continue the borrower’s card.  They would 
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like Goffstown’s input for their flyer prior to May 1, 1998.  Janet will draft a recommended 

policy and FAX this information to all Board members. 

 

Friends of the Library - The Friends met on April 7, 1998.  A book sale will be held shortly. 

 

Personnel - Marsha reviewed nine applications and interviewed four candidates for the page 

position.  Marsha made a recommendation to hire Stacy Stafford at the salary rate of $5.25 per 

hour. 

 

B. Griffin moved to approve the Director’s recommendation to hire Stacy Stafford as a 

library page.  Seconded by M. Choquette. 

 

The library assistant ad was placed in The Union Leader.  Twenty-five to 30 applications were 

received.  Four to six applicants were interviewed.  Janet presented two names to the Board as 

recommended applicants to be interviewed by the personnel committee.  The library technician 

position is now open.  Carolyn asked if more than one position can be filled with the applicants 

that were received.  Janet also advised that GMILCS will be hiring a full-time assistant 

administrator as well as a full-time technician as of July 1, 1998.  They will be able to give us a 

lot more support with the system.  Barbara and Janet will review the applications further. 

 

NON-PUBLIC SESSION RSA 91-A:3, II (a): 

B. Griffin moved, seconded by C. Ball to enter non-public session.  A roll call vote was 

taken and voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

 

B. Griffin moved, seconded by C. Ball to exit non-public session at 10:05 p.m.  A roll call 

vote was taken and voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

 

M. Choquette moved, seconded by R. Allard to adjourn the meeting at 10:06 p.m.  So 

voted. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jo Ann D’Avanza 

 

 THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 

 

 THE NEXT MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 1998 


